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Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

In response to the Office Action dated July 28, 2005, please amend the above-identified 
U.S. patent application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3 
of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 9 of this paper. 
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4. 

Schatz teaches biotinylation of a fusion protein using a wild type biotinylation enzyme 
such as BirA. The reference does not contemplate mutant biotinylation enzymes or their use in 
labeling fusion proteins with compounds other than biotin. Oh and Huber provide biotin 
containing derivatives. These references do not contemplate mutant biotin ligases either. Thus, 
even if appropriate, the combination of references does not result in all the limitations of the 
pending claims, all of which at a minimum require a mutant biotin ligase. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 



A Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. The Examiner is requested to call the 
undersigned at the telephone number listed below if this communication does not place the case 
in condition for allowance. 

If this response is not considered timely filed and if a request for an extension of time is 
otherwise absent, Applicant hereby requests any necessary extension of time. If there is a fee 
occasioned by this response, including an extension fee, that is not covered by an enclosed 
check, please charge any deficiency to Deposit Account No. 23/2825. 
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